The Crown Prince’s Sandbox Projects Mg . FHz i

Kilometers above the Middle East, a satellite gazes down at the sea off the coast of Dubai, one of the
richest places in the Arab world. Suddenly, its powerful lens captures an incredible image: that of a gigantic

palm tree, more than four kilometers out at sea.
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This is The Palm, Dubai’s new paradise resort. As its name suggests, it consists of a series of islands
arranged in the shape of a palm tree. Aware that the kingdom’s oil wealth is finite, the Crown Prince of
Dubai knew that he would need a future source of revenue. With this project, and others, he hopes to
transform Dubai into one of the world’s premier tourist destinations. Instead of future riches gushing out
of the ground, the kingdom will tap into the pockets of the world’s wealthiest, hoping that they will flock to
its luxurious houses and hotels.
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More than 94 million cubic meters of sand were used to build the artificial islands. To erect the 11.5
kilometer breakwater (the wall that protects the islands from the ocean), 5.5 million cubic meters of rock

were required, enough, in fact, to build two Egyptian pyramids.
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In 2006, after five years of construction, The Palm finally opened to the public. All the houses in the islands
were sold within three days. Encouraged by this success, the little kingdom that thinks big is now
embarking upon a project to build a series of artificial islands that, seen from above, resemble ..... the

world’s continents.

Z0d HAFRIB TG, KR B RN FERIX 4 T-7E 2006 FXTAMTTR, 8 EMZEEEHERAZI =R, #
2. RPN R T RIINEIE, XA BA R B A NEDGED 75—tk TR
E-RANT G, WSS, XSGR ERE.-- LM

—by J. Michael Cole


http://baike.baidu.com/view/17176.htm?fromtitle=Dubai&type=syn
http://baike.baidu.com/view/621604.htm

Vocabulary

resort [T~ zort] n. FEE{E s

revenue [ " reve njul n. Yo A, I3

tap into: #Z4; A

erect [1 ° rekt] v. #37; #SL, WAL

embark upon : )\ F; FF4ifi to start something new or important
premier [ primia] adj. EAIMK); T E K

More Information

gaze [gez] v. &EHL, VERL, HT

finite [ ~ famnart] adj. AFRK

crown prince T fi#%

gush [gA]] v. W5, VH

breakwater [ * brek wota] n. [z
think big /.02 5h%)



